
Instructions for contributors
Scopus: Journal of East African Ornithology welcomes original contributions— which have 
not been published elsewhere— on all aspects of the ornithology of eastern Africa, encom-
passing the area from Sudan, Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa countries south to Mozam-
bique, and including the Malagasy region.

Contributions comprise original (full) papers, short communications (normally under 
two pages in length, including short notes and records) and letters. Original articles and 
short communications should present some new findings that have not been published or 
been submitted for publication elsewhere. All submissions are subject to peer review. They 
will be assessed by at least one member of the editorial board as well as by independent 
referees.

The text must be written in (British) English following the preferred spelling of the Oxford 
dictionary of English, Third edition, 2010, or later. Please type nothing in all capital letters 
unless the word is always spelled that way, e.g., ‘UK’. Please include between four and six 
keywords for full papers, only. When preparing your manuscript, please follow  the conven-
tions used in Scopus and refer to a recent issue (volume 34 onwards) for guidance. Some 
examples of conventions are: 

Papers: Title, authors’ names, Summary or Abstract, body of the paper with any desired 
sub-headings, Acknowledgements (if any), References, names and addresses of the 
authors, Appendices (if any).

Short notes: Title, text (no Summary required), Acknolwedgements (if any), References, 
names and addresses of the authors.

Units: Metric units and their SI equivalents and abbreviations should be used. Latitudes 
and longitudes in degrees and minutes, not decimal degrees.

Dates: 21 February 2001 [note the order, no comma, not 21st].

Time of day: 13:00 [note colon, no ‘hours’, ‘hrs’ or ‘h’; ‘h’ is a unit of time, not of time of 
day].

Names of birds: For example, Olive Thrush Turdus olivaceus [no comma, no parentheses, 
no author’s name or date (unless pertinent to a point in the text)]. 

References cited in the text: Cite multiple references in chronological order, separated by 
commas, e.g. (Njoroge & Launay 1998, Mlingwa et al. 2001) [note ampersand, itali-
cized ‘et al.’, no comma between authors’ names and date].

List references at the end of an article: See the  examples below for format. When printed 
authors’ names appear in capitals and small capitals but they should be typed in ordi-
nary roman as shown below. 

Give names of journals in full. (For books, after  author(s), year of publication and title, give 
town followed by the publisher.) Examples:

Cordeiro, N.J. & Githiru, M. 2000. Conservation evaluation for birds of Brachylaena 
woodland and mixed dry forest in north-east Tanzania. Bird Conservation Internation-
al 10: 47–65.

Stuart, S.N., Jensen, F.P., Brøgger-Jensen, S. & Miller, R.I. 1993. The zoogeography of  
the montane forest avifauna of eastern Tanzania pp. 203–228 in Lovett, J.C. & Was-
ser, S.K. (eds) Biogeography and ecology of the rainforests of Eastern Africa. Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press.



Urban, E.K., Fry, C.H. & Keith, S. (eds) 1986. The birds of Africa. Vol. 2. London: Aca-
demic Press.

BirdLife International 2013. Species factsheet: Balearica regulorum. Down-loaded 
from http://www:birdlife.org on 14/05/2013.

Both English and scientific names of birds should be given when the species is first men-
tioned — in the title and in the text — thereafter only one name should be used.

Bird names should be those of a stated work. Any deviations from this work should be 
noted and the reasons given. Black-and-white or colour photographs and line illustrations 
should be provided as separate graphic files in JPEG or TIFF format. All articles should be 
submitted by email in Microsoft Word or as a Rich Text Format (RTF) file.

Please send all contributions to:
The Editors, Scopus: Journal of East African Ornithology
Email: scopus@naturekenya.org


